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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thur Friday S a t u r d a y

1
Palm Sunday

9:00 & 10:15 a.m.
Worship Services

7:00 p.m. Youth Mtg.

2 3 4
1:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class

7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir

5
Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. Seder Meal
7:30 p.m. Worship
Service

6
Good Friday

12:15 p.m. Worship
(St. Andrew’s UCC)

7

8
Easter Sunday
7:00 a.m. Worship
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
10:15 a.m. Worship

9
Office Closed

7:00 p.m. CE Meeting

10 11
1:00 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m. Bible Study
7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir

12
9:00 a.m. Piece-
Maker’s Quilting
5:00 p.m. Monthly
Dinner (Chicken)

13
4:30 p.m. Kathie

Kifer Piano Lessons

14

15
9:00 & 10:15 a.m.
Worship Services

3:00 p.m. Installation
of Dr. Summers

16
3:00 p.m. Kathie Kifer

Piano Lessons
6:00 p.m. Elders
7:00 p.m. Consistory

17 18
1:00 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Confirm.
7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir

19
9:00 a.m. Piece-
Maker’s Quilting
10:00 a.m. MI Conf
Boundary Training

20
4:30 p.m. Kathie

Kifer Piano Lessons

21
1:00 p.m. Camp
Talahi Open House
7:00 p.m. Glen Geer
Square Dancing

22
9:00 & 10:15 a.m.
Worship Services
Noon: All-Committee

Potluck / Discuss.

23
1:00 p.m. Red Cross

Blood Drive
3:00 p.m. Kathie Kifer

Piano Lessons

24 25
1:00 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Confirm.
7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir

26
9:00 a.m. Piece-

Maker’s Quilting

27
4:30 p.m. Kathie

Kifer Piano Lessons

28
Christmas in April

29
9:00 & 10:15 a.m.
Worship Services
7:00 p.m. Youth Mtg.

30
3:00 p.m. Kathie Kifer

Piano Lessons

April 7200

9



7

Wrapped in Love:

Piece-makers’ Annua l Qu i l t Show

It is Quilt Show time again and the Piece-makers are putting together
their Fourth Annual Quilt Show, scheduled for Saturday, May 5th
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. here at the church.

This event draws about 300 plus folks into our church from all over
southeastern Michigan and even Ohio. As usual, the Piece-makers
hope to gather 100 quilts from the congregation and quilters and
collectors in the area. If you have a favorite (home-made, but not
necessarily “hand” made) quilt or two you would like to share, please
contact either: Elaine Owsley at 426-4980 or Ginny Weber at 426-
3275 or catch one of them at church.

Ask your quilting friends if they would like to share their quilts also, or
your sisters, cousins, aunts and even uncles. And, of course, encourage
them all to attend the show, which will include a luncheon along with
demonstrations and vendors.

Forms are available on the table outside Pati’s office and in the narthex.

Also, be sure to take a look at the raffle quilt photo and then buy lots
of tickets. This year’s quilt was composed of Grandmother’s Flower
Garden pieces which were donated to the Piece-makers and includes a
double-size quilt, two pillow shams and two throw pillows. Tickets are
$2 each or three for $5 and the money raised, from both the raffles
quilt and the show, is used to purchase supplies for the quilts the
Piece-makers make for Mott Hospital children.

For additional information, please contact either Elaine or Ginny at the
numbers listed above.

Reaching Out As Far As We Can

Outreach involves reaching out - sounds simple - but the limits we can
reach as a church are only as far away as our willingness to extend our
contact and help to others.

Think community, county, state, nation, world. All around us are
opportunities for service to others.

The projects undertaken by the youth - donating toward the support of
the Senior Center in Dexter; gathering items for our military in Iraq -
are examples of near and far outreach. The effort and the locations
differ, but they are part of the same goal. Remember what Christ has
challenged us to do? To be His eyes and hands on earth; to do unto
others; to help the weak and the lame and the widows and orphans.
How many times in His teachings are we told to be our brother’s
keeper in one way or another?

The Sunday Schoolers are learning their outreach lessons early by
adopting their Ethiopian boy and seeing that he is cared for so far away
from here. Even the tiniest of us can reach out.

The quilts made by the Piece-makers that go to comfort children at
Mott Hospital - and by extension, those who donate fabric to make
them, or those who support the annual Quilt Show by attending and
paying admission, by loaning their quilts for others to share, are all part
of the bigger outreach picture.

When we donate items to Faith In Action, or support organizations like
the Salvation Army, Red Cross and others, we show that we care
about the world around us and those who need help - we are reaching
out in Christ’s name and doing his work, as He instructed us to do.

We use the term “Outreach”, but perhaps it should be “Reaching Out”
to remind us to see the opportunities around us.

Elaine Owsley
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Church Office Closure

Please note that the church office will be closed on Monday, April 9,
2007. The staff work many extra hours preparing for Easter, and they
are taking a well deserved day off. The answering machine will be on
and checked periodically throughout the day for matters requiring

urgent and immediate attention. Thank you for your understanding.

Sunday School ewsN

There will be no Sunday School on April 8th, Easter Sunday.

“Bring a Friend to Sunday School” Sunday: We are going to have
a special Sunday School on April 22nd and we want you to bring a
friend that day! We are going to be learning about Moses and we have a
brand new, “hot off the press”, VeggieTale movie called “Moe and the
Big Exit.” We will have snacks and activities too.

2007 St. Andrew’s Consistory

Rev. Dr. Robert Summers Pastor
William S. Marshall President - Deacon
Steve Lynch Vice President - Deacon
Judy Even Secretary - Deacon
Laura Keefer Treasurer - Deacon
Barb Affholter Deacon
Dennis Berry Elder
Betty Davenport Deacon
Eric Erdman Deacon
Jeanie Kaercher Deacon
Ray Lowery Deacon
Phyllis Ryan Deacon
Mike Vail Deacon
Gerri VanDoren Elder
Ginny Weber Elder

April Birthdays

16 - Rev. Robert Summers

21 - Patti Marble

22 - Ardis
Bradbury - C a r l a
G o r d o n - Julie
Smith

25 - Bruce Breuninger

27 - Rich
Kifer - Rick
Mace

28 - Art Klumpp

29 - Leola Ernst

Please inform the church office if we have forgotten any members.

America is not like a blanket – one piece of unbroken
cloth. America is more like a quilt – many patches,
many pieces, many colors, many sizes, all woven to-
gether by a common thread.

Rev. Jesse L. Jackson

1 - Lisa Murphy

2 - Elaine Owsley

- Dorothy Schneider

3 - Roberta Cobb
- Pat Schmoekel

- RobinWaymann

4 - Megan Mosher

6 - Else Lutz

- Bev Shafer

7 - Kevin Mors

9 - Lynette Lynch

11 - Brittany Bourdon

12 - Ann Schaffner
- Chris Short

14 - Shirley Cobb
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Youth Group News

We have mailed nine boxes of “goodies” to the soldiers stationed in
Iraq. There is a letter on the wall in the fellowship hall which we
received from the captain of the battalion. It was very exciting to hear
from him! Your continual support of our efforts with your donations is
much appreciated as is evident by the letter. Thank you!

We are selling Easter lilies again this year. The cost is $15.00 per
plant. The proceeds are going to fund the new drinking fountain in the
downstairs hall, “the fountain of youth.”

The Youth will be hosting our Easter breakfast again this year with the
help and direction of Betty Lesser. Breakfast will be served after the
first service on Easter morning, April 8th. Breakfast will be about 8:00
a.m. Please join us for this special time of fellowship.

On Sunday evening April 22nd, from 7 – 9, our youth will be exploring
the new indoor putt putt facility on Jackson Road. We are really
excited because we can do this rain or shine!! This would be a great
time to bring a friend.

Death

A memorial service was held on Saturday, February
24, 2007 for Lynn Andrew “Andy” Bensinger.
Andy was 25 years old and died tragically of a

freak train accident on February 8, 2007 near Bangkok, Thailand. We
offer our sympathies to Andy’s family that include his parents, Lynn and
Jennifer and his brother, Nick.

Easter Breakfast

The youth fellowship of St. Andrew’s, under Betty Lesser’s leadership,
cordially invites the congregation to attend a special breakfast on
Easter morning,April 8, at 8:00 a.m. They are hosting this to say
“thank you” for your continued support.

Good Friday Service

St. Andrew’s U.C.C. will be hosting the Good
Friday Service at 12:15 p.m. on April 6, 2007.

The community Good Friday Service is
sponsored by the Dexter Ministerial
Association.

Mark your calendars now for this meaningful and
prayerful experience to remember the last hours of Jesus’ life.

Enjoy Dinner and Fellowship

Here come more tasty meals, sure to tempt your
taste buds and satisfy your hunger for food and
friends.

Please note the change in date for the April dinner,
due to Maundy Thursday falling on the first Thursday of the month
this year.

April 12: Baked Chicken and Dressing

May 3: Chop Suey and Egg Rolls

Serving will begin at 5 p.m. and tickets for dine-in and carry out meals
will be sold at the door. Ticket prices are $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for
youth ages 5-12, and free for children 4 and under.

Please join us for a tasty meal and good fellowship.
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Holy Week
Schedule

April 1 - Palm Sunday
9:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Worship Services

Palms will be distributed at both services. Please keep them in your
home until next year. Return them to the church next year, a week or
two before Lent. The palms will then be burned and the ashes used at
the imposition of ashes service on Ash Wednesday, 2006.

April 5 - Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. - Seder Meal
7:30 p.m. - Worship Service and the Office of the Tenebrae

“Tenebrae” means “darkness” and is adapted from ancient Tenebrae
services from the 7th or 8th century. It is a service of worship that
moves from light to darkness, the fading light symbolizing the fading
loyalty of the disciples and friends of Jesus. The sacrament of Holy
Communion is received at this service.

April 6 - Good Friday
12:15 p.m. - Community Good Friday Worship Service

This year’s Community Good Friday Worship Service will be held here
at St.Andrew’s U.C.C. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

April 8 - Easter Sunday
7:00 a.m. - Easter Early Service* -

Communion of the Living Worship

8:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast
10:15 a.m. - Easter Morning Worship Service*

*The sacrament of Holy Communion is received at both Easter Sunday
services. There are no Sunday School classes on Easter Sunday.

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Monday, A p r i l 23, 7200

The spring American Red Cross Blood Drive will take place in the
fellowship hall on Monday,April 23 from 1-7 p.m.

Why Give? Every two seconds someone in the United States needs
blood. That’s a lot of blood. But only 5% of the eligible US popula-
tion donates blood in any given year. Healthy donors are the only
source of blood; there is currently no substitute.

For Your Convenience! To make an appointment to donate blood,
you can call 1 -800-GIVELIFE (1-800-44835433) or visit the ARC
web-site at www.givelife.org. It’s easy.to do on the web

Step #1 Enter the Dexter zip code 48130

Step #2 Select the Blood Drive at St. Andrew’s Church

Step #3: Select the appointment time convenient for you.

That’s all there is to it!

An update of the number of donations received at the April blood drive
will be printed in the May, 2007 Chronicle.

One Great Hour of Sharing Update

As of the end of March, 2007, $575.00 has been received as designated
funds for the One Great Hour of Sharing special mission offering. If you
interested in contributing to this special mission, please send your
donation to the church of drop it in the offering plate as soon as pos-
sible. All donations will be sent at the end of April to the Michigan
Conference office.

Thank you for your support of this special mission.

13



3

Your Stewardship o f St.Andrew’s

I would like to thank all of you that have responded to our 2007
Stewardship campaign with a pledge commitment. Your affirmation to
financially support your church is greatly appreciated.

Of the approximately 250 pledge letters sent out we received 51
pledges totalling $67,649. This falls considerably short of supporting
the budget of $204,000 approved for 2007. There will be money
coming in from fund-raising events, loose plate offerings, etc., but these
cannot make up the difference indicated by the number of pledge
commitments received to date.

I would like those that have not been able to make their pledge to
reflect on our Stewardship Campaign theme of “Common Hope and
Common Trust.” There are various ways to make sense of this theme.
One is to look around at your fellow members and realize that we all
have a common hope for the future of St. Andrew’s and that we should
have a common trust that each of us will financially support St.
Andrew’s to the best of our ability.

We are moving in a positive direction. Please do your part to insure
that St. Andrew’s has the financial support to keep up the momentum.

Dennis Berry

Thank You For Your Kindness

Although this heartfelt thank you may be a bit tardy (but very much
appreciated), we want to thank all of those who sent flowers, cards,
prepared meals, and visited during Gale’s stay in the hospital. Your
prayers and acts of kindness are very much appreciated. God bless
you all.

Paul and Gale 7omshany

Return of All-Committee Night

It really is a NEW YEAR, with all the new that’s happening: New
Pastor, New Roof on the Fellowship hall, New Ceiling in the Fellowship
hall, New Windows, New Furnace, New Entry way, New Rest Rooms,
New Elevator, New Air-conditioning, New Consistory members, and a
New Cooler. That’s right, the large cooler finally quit, and the repair
man (who has been repairing it for the past few years) suggested the
work needed to revive it again was not worth the cost. So with a
donation from the memorial fund we were able to purchase a new cooler.
I would like to thank the family of Al Rettig for this generous
donation.

Now with the mention of all the New lets think about something old, All
Committee Night. Yes this is something we have done in the past and we
are going to start it up again. On April 22nd after the 10:15 Service we
will be having an Informational Potluck to inform you as to what
committees we have and what they do. Now you are probably
wondering how this fits in with new. Well, we hope to get many new
members to join these committees – with new members you get new
minds, with new minds you get new ideas, with new ideas you get new
interest, with new interest you get new members, with new members
you get new minds, and the cycle goes. Many hands make light work.

So on April 22nd bring a dish. We’ll eat, hear about committees (that
you may have the Time and Talent for) and have some fellowship.

With God’s help good things happen.

William S. Marshall

Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them
proclaim your power.

Psalm P45:4 (New Living 7ranslation)
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Continued from page 1

used this image when he wrote, “Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me . . .”
(Psalm 23:4a, KJV)

There are many images of what death is like from a Christian perspec-
tive. The best image is that of Jesus standing in the garden on the first
Easter morning, saying to women who had come to prepare his dead
body, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there

they will see me.”

Yes, dealing with the loss caused by death can be difficult, but Jesus
lightens our burden by preparing a room for us in our God’s house
(John 14:2).

I hope you will be able to join us on Easter as we thank God for the
surprising Good News that Easter holds for you, so that your joy may
be complete!

Dr. Bob

Passover Seder

On Maundy Thursday, April 5, St. Andrew’s will hold a Passover
Seder. For all who signed up to participate, we will begin at 6:00 p.m.
This is a wonderful opportunity to experience the ancient tradition in
which our Lord Himself participated. We will have a Maundy
Thursday worship service afterward which will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Installation Ceremony

On Sunday, April 15 starting at 3:00 p.m., we will have a Service of
Installation for the Rev. Dr. Robert Summers as pastor of St. Andrew’s
U.C.C. This service is being presented by representatives of the
CovenantAssociation. A meal will follow, so if you plan to attend this
service, please sign up immediately.

Scholarship Available

The Scholarship Committee announced that applications for the St.
Andrew’s Scholarship are available in the church office, and must be
submitted by 2:30 p.m. on May 15, 2007. The basis for selection is
as follows:

1. Church membership — active, not passive
2. Character

3. Previous school record (i.e. scholarship, school citizenship,
responsibility, dependability, and work habits)

4. All other things being equal, scholarships
will be made to those who would make the
best use of it and who, in the judgement of
the committee, have the greatest need.

If you have any questions, call the church office at
426-8610.

Thank You For Your ayersPr

My son, Bill, is home. I’m sure that your prayers helped keep him safe
in Iraq. Thank you!

Sonie Hargrove

Chronicle Staff and Contributors
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St. Andrew’s United Church of Christ
7610 Ann Arbor Street

Dexter, Michigan 48130

Phone (734) 426-8610 Fax (734) 426-8721
email: standrews@provide.net

website: www.standrewsdexter.org

Dr. Robert Summers, Pastor

The church office is open Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Our answering machine is always available to take a message.

Sunday Schedule

Worship Services 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Sunday School during 10:15 a.m. services
Nursery Available during 10:15 a.m. services

There is a Coffee Hour following both services.
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Death Has Lost Its tingS

Since I have arrived here, I have done two funerals.

Both were for young adults. One young adult was

within a year of my son’s age, so that death struck close to
home for me. As you might imagine, I have always found

it a bit disturbing when I do a funeral service for someone who was
approximately the age of one of my children. The first time this
happened was when my daughter was three months old.

Some people have said to me that it must be hard doing funerals. Yes
and no. Yes, it is hard, especially when it strikes close to home, for
whatever reason. But at the same time, I would also say, no, it is not
hard. I am the one who gets to bring hope, even into situations like the
two funerals I have done here that go again the natural order by having
parents bury their child rather than older folk having to bury their very
old parents.

I cannot imagine what it would be like if there were not that cold cup of
water the Gospel provides to those who are parched in the desert of
death. If I were just left with knowledge and logic, death would be
unbearable. It would blacken my whole life. But with the Good News
of Jesus’ resurrection, death, at best, is the darkness of an eclipse,
where light will return. To be sure, we will not ever forget our loved
one, but there is great consolation that, as Paul put in his first letter to
the church in Corinth, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55, NIV)

Death has lost its sting. Never are we told in the Bible not to mourn, but
we are told not to be afraid of death. With the glorious light of the
resurrection on the first Easter morning, death can be seen for what it
really is: just a dark shadow that casts itself on us in this world. David

Continued on page 2


