S.Andrew’sUnited Church of Christ
7610 Ann Arbor Street
Dexter, Michigan 48130

Phone (734) 426-8610 Fax (734) 426-8620
email: standrews@provide.net
website: www.standrewsdexter.org

Dr. Robert Summers, Pastor

The church officeis open Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 2:30 p.m.
Our answering machine is always available to take a message.

Sunday Schedule

Worship Services 9:00am.and 10:15am.
Sunday School during 10:15 a.m. services
Nursery Available during 10:15a.m. services

Thereis a Coffee Hour following both services.
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St. Andrew’'s Chronicle

— February, 2008 —

A Message from the Pastor

Oneof you forwarded to meawonderful e-mail
message. After tweaking it abit mysalf, | now share
itwithal of you:

Thereisan absolute point to everythinginlife. Strivefor theawareness
of absoluteTruthinal of your lifeandleave othersto their opinions.
Continually pray to God to perceivetheTruth and to be ableto drop
all personal opinions.You will start to perceivethe DivineTruth being
showntoyou by Godif you just open yourself to theTruth. The Truth
may bedifferent than anything elseyou ever havethought, but it
creates peace and love. Truth isDivineand absol ute.

Respond to any conversation only if you have been directly and clearly
invited to do so. Keep yoursealf out of other peopl€’ sarguments. Get
up and leave situationswhere peoplearejust looking for the next
occasion to jump on someone and verbally tear apart that person.
Thereawaysare peoplewho likefighting. It should beleft to themiif
they wish to do so. You can decide to becomefree of any involvement
insuch situationsby just leaving. If asked, say that youwill return when
thedtuationispeaceful again. Go for awak or continueworking, but
keepyourself focused onLove.

Never discuss peoplewho are not present. Talking about people
awayshastherisk of creating confusion and misunderstandings.
Confusion and misunderstandings happen because people never
remember ALL of thefacts; they may add something persona which
might be offending or just alie. Thelessyou say, thelessneedsto be
corrected later on. The consciousness of humankind withinaphysical
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of al that you remember will be absolutely correct. If the other person
listening to you also remembersat best 80% of what you said, then
thereisan addition of your 20% error and their 20% error. That means
the other persontelling someone e sewhat you have said will forward
at best only 60% of theTruth; the rest may be misunderstandings, self-
projection, imagination, or evenlies. Thus, if someoneforwardsastory
about you, it will cause confusion, turmoil and takealot to correct.

If you striveto say 100% of the Truth, you will feel good. Alwaystalk
about stuationsthat you have personaly witnessed. Do so only if you
have been asked and only if you areredlly sureitisfor the benefit of
al. Sometimesitiswiser toremain quiet evenif you could add some
truefacts(fromyour point of view) to aparticular discussion or Situa-
tion.

Never accuse any other person, whatever the reason and cause may
be. Evenif you arean eyewitness, you only witnessed afew seconds,
minutesor hours, whichisbut avery brief glimpsefrom the perspective
of eternity. Theremainder of the story, however, isknown to God, and
God never accuses or judges anyone. We humans should copy God's
behavior and stop accusing or judging anyonefor whatever reason.
Oneday you may find yoursdlf at the other side of the story and
encounter othersaccusing or judging you. If you understand that
peopleknow only atiny little part of al of any story, it will lessenand
may be even eliminatethe negativeimpact when an untrue story istold
about you.

Inall you do be guided by the L ove of God astaught and lived by
Jesus, and you will know theTruth, and theTruthwill set you free.

Dn. Bob

Thank You

On behalf of Dexter Family Services, | would liketo thank St.
Andrew’sfor providing four familieswithThanksgiving dinnersthispast
November. All of thefamilieswerevery grateful for theassistance.
They al said“thank you™ many times. Onceagain, wethank you for
your continued support to usin providing helpto familiesin our
community who arein need.

| would a so liketo thank you for your donation of mittens, gloves, and
booksthisholiday season. With assistancefrom you and other local
organizationswewereableto help 47 familiesthisyear. Asaways,
wearemost appreciative of al thecommunity support wereceive.

Swean Walst

Wanted: Helpers For Their Community

Driversare needed for the Meals-on-Wheel s program at the Dexter
Senior Center. It only takesone afternoon aweek, or evenone
afternoon amonth. Get somefriendstogether and volunteer. Warm
up your heart on these cold winter days.

Dropintothe Senior Center or call Cindy at (734) 426-5397 for
moreinformation.

Chronicle Staff ando Contributors

Editor:
Ray Lowery
Contributors:
JoanneArft ElaneOwdey

Dr. Bob Summers SusanWalsh
Pati Wheder

11



One Great Hour of Sharing

“Sharing Changes Lives -
Including Our Own”

Offering Collected on
Sunday, March 2, 2008

Enclosedinthisissue of theChronicleyouwill find information and an
offering envelopefor the One Great Hour of Sharing specia mission
offering that will be collected on Sunday, March 2 at both worship
SEIVices.
Your giftsto One Great Hour of Sharing share God'slovewith people
inover 80 countries, changing boththeir livesand your own. By
giving, youwill joinothersin:
* rebuilding communitiesravaged by naturd disasters,
* creating sustainable sources of food and water for rural villages;
 providing micro-credit So women can start poverty-escaping
businesses,
» teaching tradesand job skillsto people maimed by landmines;
» offering children achanceto survive past theage of 5and
attend school;
 and somuchmore.

By participating in One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, March 2,
wejoin together to makeaworld of differenceinthelivesof our
neighbors.

When the world feels as though it’s falling to pieces
around you, God offers you a place of peace inside
you.

Christian Education News

Lenten Series 2008: Pleasejoin usfor thisyear’sweekly Lenten series
whichwill begin onWednesday evening, February 13th at 6:30
p.m. Thishistorical video serieswill provide uswith afirsthand look at
theworld which existed during thelifeand times of Jesus. You are
invited for dinner at 6:00 p.m. Wewill providethemain course. Please
bringasidedishand joinusfor thistimeof fellowship. Therewill bea
short time of worship following supper and then our video seriesand a
timefor discusson.

A Bible Study for menwill begin after Easter on\Wednesday evenings.
Thefirst topicfor thistimeof discussion and fellowshipwill bethe
Book of Acts. Stay tuned for more details.

Theyouth of our church recently sent 7 boxesof “goodies’ tothe
troopsand would liketo thank you for continuing to generoudy donate
theseitems.We havereceived oneletter from the captain of thenew
battalion, Josh Campbell. Theletter ispostedinthefelowshiphall.

Annual Meeting
Coming Upl
Theannua meeting of the congregation
: of St. Andrew’sUnited Church of Christ
7 isplanned onSunday, February 10"

immediately following the 10:15worship service.

The 2007 Annual Report hasbeen sent to membersviatheUSMail
service. If youdid not receive acopy, pleasenotify the church office
ASAPso that the report can be sent for your review.

Thishasbeen an amazing year for St. Andrew’ s Church. Pleaseplan
to attend this* year inreview” meeting on February 10™.
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Reach Out Beyond Our Church

Aswelook forward into thisnew year for St. Andrew's, and the 125th
year of our church'shistory, let'sthink about doing for others- about
serviceand outreach and what it means.

Wehave beenfairly generousover the past couple of years. Not extra
generous, just pretty good. Our generosity at St. Andrew’s, however,
often takestheform of throwing money at good causes. We don't get
involved onaphysica leve either locally, within our own denomination
or with other churcheson awider front.

Wedon't go out of our way or even physically out of our church, to
“do unto others’. We stay safely at home and write acheck or put
money intheplate, or bring clothing or food to the church. Our rum-
mage sal e requires peopleto cometo us, rather than an effort that
would take help tothem.

Within our own conference and among our own denominational
churchesinthe area, people are going outsidethe church to help
others. They work with Habitat for Humanity, they takemissiontripsto
poor communitiesin thiscountry and even other countriesto put their
backsand armsinto effortsto make thingsbetter for someone el se.

Our youth could take part in these projects, weadultscould lend a
hand - many of usare ableand not afew of ushave professional skills
to build and repair and refurbish. What iskeeping usback?

Whilethe cold weather ishere, put somethought and prayer into what
you could do, come spring. How far areyou willingto gofor the*least
of these, our brothers’ ?Wewill beletting you know about wherethere
areopportunitiesoutside &. Andrew’ sthrough the conferenceor in
concert with other churchesinthearea. Let’ sseeif wecan't reach
farther with our handsand heartsand not just our pocketbooks.

Continued on page5

Thanks to Pati’s Helpers

Thank youfor al the office assi stance over the past two months!

December 3, 2007: Help with December Chronicle
Margaret Barrett CaroleWeber
GarnetWinquest GinnyWeber

December 5, 2007: Help assembling budget | etter to congregation
Margaret Barrett DenissMarshall

JoyceWaggoner
January 9, 2008: Help with January Chronicle
BarbBaldus CaroleWeber
Shirley Cobb DeniseMarshd|
Late Dec./Early Jan: Preparing 2008 offering envelopesto distribute
CaroleWeber GinnyWeber

January 25, 2008: Help collating & putting annual report together
Margaret Barrett JoanneArft
DenisesMarshdl Ginny Weber

January 25-26, 2008: Collate and label annual report envel opes
Peggy Otto

January 25-26, 2008: Send annual reports, offering envelopes
Peggy Otto Brandon Otto

January 29, 2008: Label & add postagetoValentinesevent
postcard mailing
Terri Gustafson KayWalters(Terri’ssister-in-law)
All of your helpisgrestly appreciated!

Pati Wheelen
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t\ Valentine Vows
V and Songs of Love
Don’'t missout on Love, Laughter, andalLusciousMea. S.Andrew’s
ishosting aVaentine'sevent onFriday, February 15. Doorsopen at
6:30 p.m., with dinner starting at 7:00 p.m. Enjoy ameal of marinated

chicken breasts, cheesy au gratin potatoes, green bean amandine,
tossed salad, assorted cheesecakes, and achocol ate fountain.

TheChordiology quartet will be providing their award-winning music
to entertain during the meal. Afterward, anybody interested may renew
their wedding vows.

Ticketsare $12.50 for adultsand $5.00 for children. Purchasetickets
after the 10:15 am. Sunday worship service, or call (734) 426-8610.
Purchase them soon, becausethe deadlinefor ticketsis Sunday,
February 10!

Join Us For Some
Wonderful Dinners

Themonthly dinnersareawaysacrowd pleaser! Listed
bel ow isaschedul e of the upcoming festuresthrough May, 2008:

February 7: Sauerkraut and Knoeffles
March6:  Corned Beef and Cabbage
April 3: Baked Chickenand Dressing
May 1: Chop Suey and Egg Rolls
Servingwill beginat 5 p.m. and ticketsfor dine-in and carry out meals

will besold at the door. Ticket pricesare $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for
youth ages5-12, and freefor children 4 and under.

Pleasejoin usfor atasty meal onthefirst Thursday of each month.

Continued from page4

Jesusinvited peopleto* comeuntome’. For us, hisfollowers, hesaid
“Go! yeunto all theworld”. Canwe start, away from St. Andrew’s
doorstep, in 2008?

February Birthdays

1 - TheresaJackson

3 - Scott Baldus
- Cindy Strudgeon
4 - RuthAnnLuckhardt

7 - ShannaJudit
- Emily Mosher
- Peggy Otto

8 - Courtney Thompson
- SuzanneVan Natter

9 - AnnShoop 16 - BillAllegra
11 - Kathy York 17 - Jenny Mace
12 - EricErdman 18 - BenjaminWheder

13 - JessicaOberholtzer 20 - Cheryl Erdman
14 - Bill Nixon - SarahEven

- CaroleWeber 22 - Hyun-JnChoi
15 - Darcy Sall 23 - AngelaChabot
- KyleSavik - ErinSchillinger

M ease contact the church officeif we have overlooked any members.




February 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
5:00 p.m. Youth
Cookie Baking
7:00 p.m. Glen Geer
Square Dancing
3 4 5|7 6 7 8 9
Wednesday
9:00& 10:15am. | 7:00 p.m.All 7:00 p.m. Service w/| 9:00a.m. Quilting
Worship Services | Committee Night Imposition of Ashes| 3:00 p.m. Bible Study
with Communion Meetings 7:45 p.m. Sr. Choir | 5:00 p.m. Dinner —
7:00 p.m.Youth Rehearsal S-kraut & Knoeffleg
10 11 12 13| Valentines 74 15 16
Day
9:00& 10:15am. | 7:00 p.m. 125" SeeBelow, plus: 9:00 am. Piece- 7:00 p.m. Glen Geer
Worship Services | Anniv. Committee 6:00 Lenten Dinner Makers Quilting Square Dancing
11:15am.Annual Meeting 6:30 LentenWorship | 3:00 p.m. Ladies
Meeting 7:45 p.m. Sr. Choir Bible Study
Presdent’s
17 by 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00& 10:15am. | 6:30p.m. Elders 7:00 p.m. Sunday SeeBelow, plus. 9:00 am. Piece-
Worship Services | 7:00 p.m. Consistory | School Curriculum | 6:00 Lenten Dinner Makers Quilting
7:00 p.m. Modern Meeting 6:30 LentenWorship | 3:00 p.m. Ladies
Worship + Youth 7:45 p.m. Sr. Choir Bible Study
24 25 26 27 28 29
|V
9:00 & 10:15am. SeeBelow, plus: 9:00 am. Piece-
Worship Services 6:00 Lenten Dinner Makers Quilting
7:00 p.m. Youth 6:30 LentenWorship | 3:00 p.m. Ladies

7:45 p.m. Sr. Choir

Bible Study

Wednesdays, Feb. 13-27 also have: 1:00 p.m. LadiesBible Study
3:30 p.m. Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. Children’sChoir Rehearsal




