S.Andrew’sUnited Church of Christ
7610 Ann Arbor Street
Dexter, Michigan 48130

Phone (734) 426-8610 Fax (734) 426-8620
email: standrews@provide.net
website: www.standrewsdexter.org

Dr. Robert Summers, Pastor

The church officeis open Monday - Thursday, 8:30 am. - 2:30 p.m.
Our answering machine is always available to take a message.

Sunday Schedule

Worship Services 9:00am.and 10:15am.
Sunday School during 10:15 a.m. services
Nursery Available during 10:15a.m. services

Thereis a Coffee Hour following both services.
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Death Has Lost Its Sting

During February | didtwo funerals. Onewasfor a48-year-old and
the other wasfor a58-year-old. My ageis between thesetwo ages
(I"'m 52 going on 53 next month), so these deaths strikes closeto
homefor me.

Some people have said to methat it must be hard doing funerals. Yes
and no. Yes, itishard, especially whenit strikes closeto home, for
whatever reason. But at the sametime, | would aso say, no, itisnot
hard. | am the onewho getsto bring hope, eveninto situationslike
thesewhen they were onesthat go against the natural order by having
parentsbury their child rather than usolder folk having to bury our
even older parents.

| cannot imaginewhat it would belikeif therewerenot that cold cup
of water the Gospel providesin thosewho are parched by the desert
of death. If wewerejust left with knowledge and logic, death would
beunbearable. It would blacken our wholelife. But withthe Good
Newsof Jesus' resurrection, death, at best, isthe darkness of an
eclipse, wherelight will return. To be sure, wewill not ever forget our
loved one, but thereisgreat consolation that, as Paul put in hisfirst
|etter to thechurchin Corinth, “Where, O degth, isyour victory?
Where, O death, isyour sting?’ (1 Corinthians 15:55, NI1V)

Death haslostitssting. Never arewetold in the Biblenot to mourn,
but we aretold not to be afraid of death. Withthegloriouslight of the
resurrection on thefirst Easter morning, death can be seen for what it
realyis. just adark shadow that castsitself onusinthisworld. David
used thissameimagewhen hewrote, “ Yea, though | walk through the
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valley of theshadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art withme...”
(Psalm 23:4a, KJV)

Asyou can see, thereare many imagesof what deathislikefroma
Christian perspective. Thebestimageisthat of Jesusstandinginthe
garden onthefirst Easter morning, saying to women who had cometo
prepare hisdead body, “ Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothersto
goto Galilee; therethey will seceme.”

Yes, dealing with theloss caused by death can bedifficult, but Jesus
lightens our burden by preparing aroom for usin our God'shouse
(John 14:2).

| hopeyou will beabletojoinuson Easter aswethank God for the
surprising Good Newsthe empty tomb holdsfor us, so that your joy
may becomplete!

Dn. Bob

Join Us For Some
Wonderful Dinners

Themonthly dinnersareawaysacrowd pleaser! Below
isascheduleof the upcoming festuresthrough May, 2008:

March6: Corned Beef and Cabbage
April 3: Baked Chickenand Dressing
May 1: Chop Suey and Egg Rolls
Servingwill beginat 5 p.m. and ticketsfor dine-in and carry out meals

will besold at the door. Ticket pricesare $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for
youth ages5-12, and freefor children 4 and under.

Pleasejoin usfor atasty meal onthefirst Thursday of each month.

Dexter Pioneer Arts Fair

The Dexter Pioneer ArtsFair will be held Satur day, M ar ch 15, 2008
at Creekside Intermediate School, 2615 Baker Road, Dexter from
10:00am.to4:00 p.m.

Thisjuried show featuresover 50 artisanswho demonstrate their
traditional folk craftsand offer them for sale. Included areweaving,
quilting, wool rug hooking, water color, jewelry, wood carving, basket
making, spinning, needlefeting, andlace making, among others.
Musical entertainment and story telling for thechildrenareasoin-
cluded. A lunchwill be served at noon by the Dexter Garden Club and
abake salewill be held throughout the morning.

TheFair issponsored by the DexterAreaHistorical Society, and
proceeds support thework of the Society and maintenance of the
museum.Admissionis$3.00 for adultsand $.50 for children.

Chronicle Staff ano Contributors
Editor:
Ray Lowery
Contributors:
JoanneArft SteveLynch
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Pati Whedler Youth Group
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Deaths

Robert Allen Marble, age 48, passed away
unexpectedly on February 1, 2008. Robwas
employed asa State Police Trooper at theWayland
Post 56. Robert issurvived by hiswife, Deborah
Marble of Manistee; two sons, Brandon and Jason Marble of
Manistee; three step-children, Hunter, Hannah, and HaydynWilley;
brother, David (Laurie) Marble of Gaines, MI; and two sisters, Nancy
(Randall) Collinsof HarpersFerry, WV and PatriciaMarble of
Chelsea. Dr. Summersconducted thefuneral serviceheld hereon
Saturday, February 9. Burial followedinthe &. Andrew’s Cemetary.

Paula M ae Scher dt, age 58, passed away on February 7, 2008.
Sheissurvived by two sons, Brian (Méelissa) and Keith (Brian Hill); her
grandchildren, Will, Evan, and Ben; her sister, June Rose Neigum; and
brother, Paul Guenther. Dr. Summersofficiated at thefunera service
held at St. Andrew’son February 12, followed by buria inthe St.
Andrew’sCemetery.

Our thoughtsand prayersgo out to both familiesintheir timeof loss.

Thank You, St. Andrew’s]

Your thoughtfulnesswill always beremembered, and your prayersas
well. Thank you, St. Andrew’s!

Specia thanksto Cheryl Oberholtzer for therideup and for staying the
night. Alsoto KevinWhed er and Peggy Otto for theridehome, and
to Bob & DonnaKaercher and Ginny Weber for the use of their vans.

Youth Group
2008 Springhitl Tnit

World Day of Prayer

TheWorld Day of Prayer worship servicewill beheld hereat S.
Andrew’schurchonFriday, March 7beginning at 10:00am. The
World Day of Prayer offersthe opportunity for Christiansof al de-
nominationsto gather together in prayer and worship. Please seethe
enclosed flyer for additional information and mark your calendar to
attend thisecumenical event.

Don’t Forget!

Just areminder that wewill “ spring
forward” on Saturday, March 8. Thisisthe
unfortunatetime of theyear whenwelosean hour.

Easter Lilies

S. Andrew’swill besdlling Easter Liliesthisyear, tobegiveninloving
memory or inhonor of anindividual. Theliliesareavailablefor $15
each and will decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday morning. Just
fill out the order form accompanying thisnewd etter and drop it off in
thechurch officeby Friday, March 15.

Church Office Closed

Please notethat the church officewill be closed onM onday, March
24, 2008. Thestaff work many extrahours preparing for Easter
celebrations, and they aretaking awell-deserved day off. Thean-
swering machinewill beon and checked periodically throughout the
day for mattersrequiring urgent and immediate attention. Thank you
for your understanding.
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Holy Week March Birthdays
-I_ Schedule -l_

1 - EliseBlacklaw 21 - Joe Weber
March 16 - Palm Sunday - Bert Davenport 22 - DanBddus
9:00am. & 10:15am. Worship Services - JmKaercher - Margaret Barrett
Palmswill bedistributed at both services. Pleasekeeptheminyour - AvisSpike - KyleJones
homeuntil next year. Return them to the church next year, aweek or 4 - Art Cobb 24 - LauraMace
two beforeLent. Thepalmswill then be burned and the ashes used at - SdmaMast 25 _ Judi Stoll
theimposition of ashes service onA shWednesday, 2006. - DonSll - FrancesYork
5 - AudinClark ,
March 20 - Maundy Thursday 8 - TimDeGraf 26 - Catherine Granam
7:00p.m. - Worship Serviceand the Office of theTenebrae 9 - BobMagt 27 - RayEven
“Tenebrag’ means* darkness’ and isadapted from ancient Tenebrae i JJCI)' U - SarahKrips
servicesfromthe 7" or 8" century. Itisaserviceof worship that - iesummes 30 - RayBoggs
movesfrom|light to darkness, thefadinglight symbolizing thefarling 10 - LauraElsasser 31 - LisaBlacklaw
loyalty of the disciplesand friendsof Jesus. The sacrament of Holy - Virginia\Weber - Neil Scherdt
Communionisreceived a thisservice. 11 - CarolynCurts
_ 12 - Ashley Clark
March 21 - Good Friday - BobKaercher @

12:15p.m. - Community Good Friday Worship Service

Thisyear’sCommunity Good Friday Worship Servicewill beheld at
. Joseph Catholic Church on Mast Road. Everyoneisencouraged
to attend thismeaningful worship service. Thisevent issponsored by 20 - LindaElsasser
the Dexter Ministerial Association.

13 - Pat Chabot
14 - Nick Bensnger

March 23 - Easter Sunday If your birthday isin March but isn’t listed,

7:00am. - Easter Ear |)_/ Service* - ) please contact the church office so we can update our records.
Communion of the Living Service

8:00am. - Easter Breakfast
10:15am. - Easter MorningWorship Service*

*The sacrament of Holy Communionisreceived at both Easter Sunday
services. Thereareno Sunday School classeson Easter Sunday.




Ushers Needed

Wearelooking for volunteersto assist with ushering duties at funeral
serviceshereat St. Andrew’s. Thedutieswould besimilar tothe
ushering dutieswe do during worship service, such ashanding out
bulletins, asssting with seating, assting with directionsto the el evator
and restrooms, etc. You would bethereto help out and represent the
church.

Theideal candidateswould be available during weekday hours, but we
encourage anyoneto volunteer assomefuneralsareheld onthe
weekends. If you areinterested please contact Steve Lynch at (734)
424-9098 or Pati Wheeler at (734) 426-8610.

Consistory Members Elected for 2008

Thefollowingisalist of the current membersof the Consistory
Committeefor 2008:

Rev. Bob Summers  Pastor

Scott Marshall Deacon and President

Seve Lynch Elder, Vice President, Usher Committee
Laura Keefer Deacon and Treasurer

Cheryl Oberholtzer  Deacon and Consistory Secretary
Barb Affholter Deacon, Fellowship Committee
Betty Davenport Deacon, Outreach Committee
Rudy Gustafson Deacon

JimKaercher Deacon, Building & Grounds

Ray Lowery Deacon, Christian Education
Erika Nestor Deacon, Youth Representative
Elaine Owsley Deacon, Public Relations

Phil Sendel Deacon, Music Committee

Gerri VanDoren Elder, Outreach Committee

Ginny Weber Elder, Good Shepherds Committee

What's Coming Up in Sunday Schooll

Each month wearewriting lettersand drawing picturesto send to our
friendsinAfricaand to our shut-inshereat home.

Beginning on March 9 our Sunday School will befocusing onthe story
of Easter and the eventsleading uptoit. Wewill be celebrating the
Last Supper with aPassover feast; weare going to have an Easter egg
hunt and dye Easter eggs; and of coursewewill hear the story of
Eagter!

Therewill be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, March 23.

OnMarch 30therewill beactivitieswhich will help uslearn about the
Resurrection of Jesus.

InApril Mary, themother of Jesus, isgoing to betelling usstories
about Jesuswhen Hewas growing up, and therewill belots of
activitied

Coffee Hour Coverage

Coffeehoursareagreat source of fellowship after
each worship serviceon Sunday mornings. Weare
in need of volunteersto host anumber of coffee
hoursduring the month of March, 2008. Thesign-up sheetisonthe
kitchen counter. If you have any questions, please contact Audrey
Marshall at 426-4362.

Date 9:00am. 10:15am.
Sunday, March2  VolunteersNeeded Audrey Marshal
Sunday, March9  VolunteersNeeded VolunteersNeeded
Sunday, March16 VolunteersNeeded VolunteersNeeded
Sunday, March23  VolunteersNeeded VolunteersNeeded
Sunday, March30  VolunteersNeeded VolunteersNeeded
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 1/8
9:00& 10:15am. |7:00p.m.All 1 p.m. Bible Study 9:00a.m. Quilting  |World Day of Prayer|1) 7 p.m. - Glen
Worship Services | Committee Night 6 p.m. Lenten Dinner | 3:00 p.m. Bible Study] 9:45 a.m. Greeting Geer &g. Dance
11:30 am. Jr. Choir | Meetings 6:30 p.m. Worship 5:00 p.m. Monthly |10 am. Worship Svc. |8) 7 p.m. - Family
7:00 p.m. Youth Mtg. 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir Dinner at St. Andrew’s Game Night
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 & 10:15am. [7:00 p.m. 125" 1p.m.BibleStudy [ 9:00 am. Piece- 7:00 p.m. Glen Geer
Worship Services | Anniversary 6 p.m. Lenten Dinner | Maker’s Quilting Square Dancing
11:30 am. Jr. Choir | Committee Mtg. 6:30 p.m. Worship 3:00 p.m. Ladies
7:00 p.m. Youth Mtg. 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir Bible Study
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00& 10:15am. |6:30p.m. Elders 7:00 p.m. Sunday 1 p.m. Bible Study Maundy Thursday Good Friday
Worship Services |7:00 p.m. Consistory | School Curriculum | 6:15 p.m. Jr. Choir | 7:00 p.m. Worship |12:15 p.m. Worship
7:00 p.m. Modern Meeting 6:30 p.m. Bible Study| Service Service at St. Joseph
Worship / Youth 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir Catholic Church
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Easter Office Closed 1 p.m. Bible Study 9:00 am. Piece-
7:00 & 10:15am. 6:15 p.m. Jr. Choir Maker’s Quilting
Worship Services 6:30 p.m. Bible Study| 3:00 p.m. Ladies
8:00 am. Breakfast 7:30 p.m. Sr. Choir Bible Study
30 31

9:00 & 10:15am.
Worship Services

7:00 p.m. Youth
Group Mesting




